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Michael Moorcock * Introduction by Alan Wall

“I will admit that | lost my way a little in the Twenties and Thirties, and |
blame no one for what happened then, least of all myself.”

Unmistakably, this is the voice of Colonel Pyat, addict, inventor, and bi-
zarre Everyman for the twentieth century. In Jerusalem Commands, the
third of the Pyat quartet, our hero schemes and fantasizes his way from
New York to Hollywood, from Cairo to Marrakesh, from cult success to
the utter limits of sexual degradation, leaving a trail of mechanical and
human wreckage in his wake as he crashes towards an inevitable appoint-
ment with the worst nightmare this century has to offer.

It is Michael Moorcock’s extraordinary achievement to convert the life
of Maxim Pyatnitski into epic and often hilariously comic adventure.
Sustained by his dreams and profligate inventions, his determination to
turn his back on the realities of his own origins, Pyat runs from crisis to
crisis, every ruse a further link in a vast chain of deceit, suppression, be-
trayal. Yet, in his deranged self-deception, his monumentally distorted
vision, this thoroughly unreliable narrator becomes a lens for focusing,
through the dimensions of wild farce and chilling terror, on an uneasy
brand of truth.
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and Sylvie’s Riddle. He is currently Professor of Writing and Literature at
the University of Chester.

ACCOLADES

“Ostensibly, Pyat’s voyages from California to Casablanca and Cairo
are those of any picaresque hero, plunging into adventure, danger and
miraculous escape, without any purpose except the next step of the jour-
ney. But it is also a journey through the prejudices of the 1920s, from the
subliminal racism of the British empire and the suppressed antisemitism
of Hollywood to the dawning supermanship of fascism.”

—Andro Linklater, Sunday Times (UK)

“There is a feast in store for those who have never been dazzled and dis-
turbed by Michael Moorcock’s eye for the absurd and gift for fantasy,
and confirmation for those familiar with his work, that he is one of the
most original authors of our time.”

—Sunday Telegraph (UK)
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